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Art & Performance

Teacher Andrea R.

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

2-D Studio Art I- Drawing & Painting: Focusing on beginning and advanced drawing emphasis on perspective, 
value, still life, composition, and figure drawing. Specific materials: ink, charcoal, pastels, graphite & pen. Also 
acrylic painting with specific focus on color theory, abstraction, realism, brush technique, and textural surfaces.  
Both historical & contemporary art will be discussed as well as the techniques and evolution of materials & 
imagery that has taken place in drawing and painting.

2-D Studio Art 1 

Max # of Students 15

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Andrea R.

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

3-D Studio Art I- Ceramics, Plaster & Mixed Media: Ceramics will focus on coil & slab construction as well as 
introductory wheel throwing. Figurative & abstract forms, as well as surface texture will be addressed. Simple 
plaster casting for ceramics, and plaster sculpting will be taught, as well as instruction in mixed media. The 
mixed media focused on this semester will be found-objects/junk-art. Ceramic history and the progression of 
the ceramic material culturally and artistically will be addressed. Contemporary mixed media art will also be 
discussed.

3-D Studio Art 1 

Max # of Students 15

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Max Sergienko

Time Daily AM Period 1 8:35-9:30

Grade Level(s) HS

Guitar Ensemble 

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Kirk

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

This high school class is focused on music performance and recital. Song studies, original composition and 
covers, theory, cultural studies of music and collaboration are integral. Discipline and dedication to musical 
expression are essential.

previous experience with musical instrument recommended -

able to bring instrument of choice

Musicianship 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Kurt

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

West African Drumming is a hand drumming class where students will learn and perform traditional West 
African rhythms as well as a little bit about the drumming culture and people of Guinea.  All skill levels are 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άǎƛǘ ƻǳǘέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ Ŏŀƴ 
often be physically challenging and all students will be expected and pushed to do their best.  If you enjoy 
performing with a group, having fun, and practicing real hard then this class will be very rewarding.

Ability to tolerate extremely loud environments and physical discomfort in the hands and arms.

West African Drumming 

Max # of Students 16

Prerequsites

Description

Elective
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Elective

Teacher Beth

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

This course will examine the history of textiles and costume design.  It will examine the methods and 
techniques used to produce fabrics.  It will additionally introduce basic tests to identify different types of 
textile fibers and their properties.  The students will learn basic clothing construction techniques.  Individual 
projects centering around these themes will round out the remaining investigation of the textile fields.  

Interest in textiles and ability to work with diverse age groups appropriately

Textile Technology 

Max # of Students 5

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Rob

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

This class will focus on the Trillium building as our canvas. We will explore interior design concepts that will 
help beautify the school.  In addition we will be using the shop to build frames, furniture and artistic pieces 
that will be used and presented within Trillium.  Mondays will be teacher led days and Wednesdays will be 
open workshop days to explore and work on projects.  This can be taken for art credit.

Because we will be using the shop, and power tools, and students will occasionally be unsupervised on 
Wednesdays, advisors must agree that their student can handle this kind of class and the responsibility that 
goes with it.  Only 8 spots are available (including community helper), as the shop space is small. 

One community helper is needed (high school student preferred) who has experience with woodworking 
and/or tools.

Beautiful Trillium: a design and woodworking class. 

Max # of Students 8

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Jenny (advisor)

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Community Position Programming Class Helper

Max # of Students 2

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Brian (advisor)

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Community Position 

Max # of Students 2

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Rob (advisor)

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

Community Position Woodworking

Max # of Students 1

Prerequsites

Description
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Elective

Teacher Jenny

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Have you ever wanted to design your own video game or interactive gigapet? This class teaches you how to 
create games, animations. and stories by combining graphics, photos, music, and sound into interactive 
creations. You will learn how to create characters that dance, sing, interact with one another, and animate in 
response to movements of the mouse or key commands. Publish your work to the web to share with friends 
and family and other Scratch artists around the world.

2 community helpers who have game design, stop-motion animation, and/or computer programming or 
network troubleshooting experience.

Computer Animation with Scratch 

Max # of Students 8

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Jess

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

The Trillium Charter School Internship Program connects academic life with professional experience by 
providing high school students with the opportunity to develop their skills alongside working professionals in 
the community. By actively engaging their education and passions in the workplace, students in the program 
will be better prepared for employment, more confident in their skills and more knowledgeable of 
opportunities following high school.
Students will research, apply for and obtain an internship at an organization of their choice. Complete an 
Internship Contract, intern for the equivalent of 3 months for 4-6 hours per week, meet regularly with their 
internship advisor and complete evaluation forms.

None

Internship 

Max # of Students 15

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Polly

Time Lunch 11:30-12:10

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

If you are serious about food issues then stop talking and start working!  Trillium is starting a new breakfast 
and lunch program; we need you to help make this important project become successful.  After many years 
Trillium is finally able to move towards having more healthy, delicious and socially responsible meals. Our new 
food will be organic, vegetarian/vegan, and  locally grown  using sustainable environmental practices.  It will be 
served on reusable dishes to reduce our waste. We will work toward composting and recycling all our 
additional waste.

We need people to help Ramona and Arianne serve the upper school from 11:30 to 12:00 and the lower school 
from 12:00 to 12:30. We need additional  help with the clean up . We will work with Polly to   compost all food 
waste, do all recycling, and sanitize all dishes.  The clean up will go from 12:30 to 1:30.

There are many different times open, so if are interested in getting involved and have time, we can help you 
find a job you can be happy with and help Trillium at the same time.

Lunch Program Community Helper 

Max # of Students 4

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Zach

Time Daily AM Period 1 8:35-9:30

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Assist students during their morning math activities. Position is flexible and can be designed to meet your 
interests.

Willingness to focus one on one with students.

Math and Reading Helper: Intermedaite Class 

Max # of Students 2

Prerequsites

Description
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Elective

Teacher Ken

Time Daily AM Period 1 8:35-9:30

Grade Level(s) HS

Senior Inquiry (SINQ) is a required year-long class for all students graduating from Trillium in 2009.  There are 
two main focuses of SINQ: senior projects, and post-high school preparation. The senior project is the Trillium 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎŀǇǎǘƻƴŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴ ƛƴ-depth project that reflects their 
interests and abilities as a learner.  Senior Projects are required to graduate from Trillium.  Students cannot 
earn a Trillium diploma without successful completion of their projects as evaluated by their Project Review 
Committees.  Senior Inquiry is designed to support students in all phases of planning and carrying out their 
projects.  Additionally, students will be supported in planning for their post-high school experience, including 
navigating the college and financial aid application processes and investigating career choices.

None

Senior Inquiry 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Polly

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

If you want to be involved in community service and learn to become an active working member of our world 
and most importantly our community then this class is for you. This class will help students develop a set of 
skills necessary to move in this direction. In our class we will plan and put in place sustainable systems and look 
at the implications for our school, community and world. We will work on project routines, organization and 
develop work skills in areas of gardening, construction, recycling and general beautification. Students will have 
an opportunity to work with committed, innovative organizations in need of help right now.

Service Learining 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Polly

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

If you want to be involved in community service and learn to become an active working member of our world 
and most importantly our community then this class is for you. This class will help students develop a set of 
skills necessary to move in this direction. In our class we will plan and put in place sustainable systems and look 
at the implications for our school, community and world. We will work on project routines, organization and 
develop work skills in areas of gardening, construction, recycling and general beautification. Students will have 
an opportunity to work with committed, innovative organizations in need of help right now.
If you want to be involved in community service and learn to become an active working member of our world 
and most importantly our community then this class is for you. This class will help students develop a set of 
skills necessary to move in this direction. In our class we will plan and put in place sustainable systems and look 
at the implications for our school, community and world. We will work on project routines, organization and 
develop work skills in areas of gardening, construction, recycling and general beautification. Students will have 
an opportunity to work with committed, innovative organizations in need of help right now.

Skills for Service 

Max # of Students 7

Prerequsites

Description

Engineering & Technology

Teacher Will

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

In this highly self-directed course, students will be given the basic tools of design and programming and then 
be set free to create, launch, and maintain their very own websites.  Through this semester long project, 
students will absorb the basics of HTML, CSS, and other web programming languages, as well as be introduced 
to the mechanics of Photoshop through its Linux equivalent. Given the limited class size, and single section this 
semester, students who have already enrolled in this course once are asked to not enroll for a second time.

Web Design 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Flexible
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Flexible

Teacher Kirk

Time A Day - M,W Blocks 3 & 4 12:15-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

Formally the "No Class". The Free Class is student-designed and driven. It was created to be a block of time to 
work on choice credit areas and projects that are important to individual students. The best results are 
reached when students come to class with a vision for their work and passion for learning. Mini-lessons, one-
on-one advising, free expression and exploration of ideas; these are the cornerstones of the class. Exhibition of 
work is required. Instructor approval and advisor recommendation are needed to add the class.

Instructor approval.

The "Free Class" 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Will

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

Students in this class will each be working on their own personal projects that connect to their PLPs.  
This is an opportunity to follow a passion, explore an interest, take an on -line class, have some study 
hall time, work on college applications, recover some credité. Whatever you need and can develop 
into a Project Plan with Will and your Advisor.  Those students interested in teaching a Friday class Q2 
are encouraged to use this time to prepare for their class.  Students interested in developing the 
Trillium Record Label for recording some music with Will should also signup.

Personal Project Class 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Language Arts

Teacher Kirk

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) HS

This is a foundation course for high school. It will carry a heavy reading load and is writing intensive. Work 
samples will be collected in the course and is college preparatory in its structure. Material will be presented 
weekly and include lectures and discussion before assignment due dates. Literature (poetry, short fiction, 
memoir, and plays) from accomplished American writers will be examined and analyzed. The scope of the class 
will most likely be divided into two sections, this class focusing on texts dating back to the 19th century and 
into the 20th.

Foundation course and writing intensive (WIC). Advisor recommendation.

American Literature 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Billy (advisor)

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Community Position - Literacy 

Max # of Students 2

Prerequsites

Description
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Language Arts

Teacher Elizabeth

Time Daily Period 2 10:35-11:30

Grade Level(s) HS

As the facilitator of this required 9th grade class I look forward to collaborating with students to shape it into 
what they feel is relevant, supportive, and useful.  We will establish a healthy dynamic that allows us to 
connect as a group and get support individually.  In addition to developing skills at communication, 
organization, project planning, and research, we will focus on reading and writing.  Students will choose to 
read two novels from a diverse collection of young adult fiction that highlights stories of overcoming challenges 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ōƻƻƪ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ƻǳǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜǎǎŀȅǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ άƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊέΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
some movies, get some homework help, and have a chill space in our day.

You have to be in 9th grade.

Freshman Inquiry 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Kurt

Time Daily Period 2 10:35-11:30

Grade Level(s) HS

This semester long High School language arts class will meet daily Monday through Thursday.  The class will 
study American and European literature (full length novels, poetry, short stories) art and music to trace how 
the artistic paradigm of Romanticism transformed to that of Modernism.  There will be major writing 
assignments, a final exam, and at least one art project. Novels to include: The Scarlet Letter, Heart of Darkness, 
The Great Gatsby. Other authors, artists, and composers to include: Goethe, Blake, Poe, Lord Byron, Goya, 
Delacroix, Beethoven, Stravinsky, Debussy. This is a writing intensive course.

Ability to read, discuss and write about novels at or above a 11th grade level.  The work load and course 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ άŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊŜǇέ ǘȅǇŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ

Kurt's Kanon: Romanticism to Modernism 

Max # of Students 21

Prerequsites

Description

Mathematics

Teacher Jess

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

This semester long class is designed to give the student a solid algebra background. Students should know how 
to distribute, factor, graph and solve simple equations before taking this class. We will begin at the beginning 
with definitions, how to communicate using the language of math, what types of functions are there and how 
do we work with them. We will move from the linear equation quickly to, exponentials and rules for 
exponents. We will then talk about at solve for asymptotes, study power functions, inverse functions, and 
trigonometric functions. We will then talk about logarithyms, exponential growth and decay, and interest. 
There will be a focus on graphing and applying these equations to real-world situations. There will be nightly 
homework that maybe done during class. There will also be unit assessments consisting of Problem of the 
Weeks, quizzes and tests. In addition, a portion of your grade will be determined by your portfolio and 
participation in group work and class discussions.

Successful completion of IMP 2 or 3

Algebra 300 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Jess

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

We will begin with an introduction to where geometry is used and seen in the world around us. Students will 
be doing construction based geometry which uses a compass and a straight edge as there only construction 
tools. We will also use a protractor for a few units. We will do many investigations into geometric formulas and 
theorems, proving similarity and congruency of triangles. There will be nightly homework that maybe done 
during class. There will also be unit assessments consisting of Problem of the Weeks, quizzes and tests. In 
addition, a portion of your grade will be determined by your portfolio and participation in group work and 
class discussions.

Successful completion of IMP 1 or 2

Geometry 200 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description
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Mathematics

Teacher Jess

Time Daily AM Period 1 8:35-9:30

Grade Level(s) HS

This year long class is the beginning of the IMP series that serves as an introduction to Algebra, Geometry, 
Probability and Statistics. We will  improve on the algebra and number sense, study famous formulas such as 
the Pythagorean Theorem, improve our graphing ability and ability to solve linear equations. We will also do a 
unit on conversions that will enhance our understanding of wholeness, fractions and equivalences. There will 
be unit assessments consisting of projects, quizzes and tests, a portion of your grade will be determined by 
your portfolio and participation in group work and class discussions.

MS with Permission

Math - IMP 100 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Jess

Time Daily Period 2 10:35-11:30

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

This year long class is a continuation of the Integrated Math sequence. Students should have successfully 
completed IMP 1  before taking this class. Students should also have access to a TI 83 graphing calculator. We 
will be doing a unit on various functions beginning with linear, quadratic and exponential. There will be a focus 
on graphing these equation, interpreting graphs and using appropriate technology. We will continue to 
improve our ability to factor, distribute, solve equations and the quadratic formula will be introduced.   There 
will be nightly homework that maybe done during class. There will also be unit assessments consisting of 
Problem of the Weeks, quizzes and tests. In addition, a portion of your grade will be determined by your 
portfolio and participation in group work and class discussions.

Successful completion of IMP 1 or with permission of instructor

Math - IMP 200 - Foundations 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Jess

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

This is a year long class designed to prepare students for calculus. We will begin with a quick review of Algebra, 
important definitions, set notation, useful techniques to solve a variety of equations. We will spend sometime 
with logs, e and of course graphing. We will write and interpret exponential equations for growth and decay. 
We will then learn how to count, which sounds easy right? This unit on combinatorics should bring up 
summation notation, factorials, combinations and permutations, pascals triangle and probability. There will be 
nightly homework that maybe done during class. There will also be unit assessments consisting of Problem of 
the Weeks, quizzes and tests. In addition, a portion of your grade will be determined by your portfolio and 
participation in group work and class discussions.

Successful completion of IMP 2/3

Pre-Calculus 350  

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Physical Education

Teacher Brian

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Community Position - P.E. Assistant for Dance Class

Max # of Students 2

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Billy (advisor)

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Community Position - P.E. 

Max # of Students 2

Prerequsites

Description
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Physical Education

Teacher Brian

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

The first half of each class is stretching, circle and line dances and basic dance steps, the second half of each 
class is free style dancing to a variety of world beat and rock music for at least 30 minutes. 

Brian's Dance Class 

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Trent

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) HS

The Western European Medieval Swordsmanship Class as taught by Retallack School of Arms covers the basics 
of historic swordsmanship training. We begin with an overview of the historical use of the European 
longsword. Then we move on to actual exercises, which include footwork, balance, body mechanics and blade 
exercises. As with all martial arts, practitioners discover a system for physical fitness, focus and discipline.

None

Western European Medieval Swordsmanship 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Science

Teacher Patrick

Time A Day - M,W Blocks 3 & 4 12:15-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

This course explores the nature and practice of critical thought and scientific inquiry.  Students will develop 
and practice critical thinking skills and learn how science is used to create knowledge.  Course topics include: 
knowledge and ways of knowing, quantitative literacy, statistics, research design, and environmental science.  
Topics include: ways of knowing, quantitative literacy, research design, statistics, water quality and 
bioassessment. 

Critical Thinking and Scientific Inquiry 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Nina

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

Students will explore the basic concepts of Newtonian physics, energy, geology, astronomy, and chemistry.  As 
an academic foundations course, designed to familiarize students with physical science concepts and the 
nature of scientific discovery.  Students will design experiments, complete scientific inquiry work samples, and 
develop an appreciation for the fascinating and dynamic earth upon which we live.  

Projects will work on applying what above concepts to exploring sustainable energy concepts and designs. We 
will be designing wind turbines, solar cars, and visiting other sites implementing alternative energy. Want to 
see solar panels on our school? Do you want to design wind turbines? Do you want to know the science behind 
all this alternative energy jazz? This is the class for you.

Algebra, or current enrollment

Energy and The Dynamic Earth: Academic Foundations Physical Science Course 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description
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Science

Teacher Nina

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) HS

Students will explore the basic concepts of Newtonian physics, energy, geology, astronomy, and chemistry.  As 
an academic foundations course, designed to familiarize students with physical science concepts and the 
nature of scientific discovery.  Students will design experiments, complete scientific inquiry work samples, and 
develop an appreciation for the fascinating and dynamic earth upon which we live.  

Projects will work on applying what above concepts to exploring sustainable energy concepts and designs. We 
will be designing wind turbines, solar cars, and visiting other sites implementing alternative energy. Want to 
see solar panels on our school? Do you want to design wind turbines? Do you want to know the science behind 
all this alternative energy jazz? This is the class for you.

Algebra, or current enrollment

Energy and The Dynamic Earth: Academic Foundations Physical Science Course 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Nina

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

What makes a star shine? What are black holes? What is so great about Einstein? Is their alien life out there? 
As a class we will answer these questions, developing a wiki which will be almost like writing our own textbook.  
²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Řŀȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘǎΣ ǿƻǊƳ-holes, and 
extraterrestrial life.

Algebra

Modern Astronomy: Black Holes, Stars, and E.T. 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Social Studies

Teacher Billy

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Students from all grade levels are invited to be a part of this special Trillium class. Judicial Committee or JC is 
the Supreme Court of Trillium and works to help students and staff solve conflict by creating solutions and 
assigning consequences. The JC also works to make decisions on how laws are interpreted within the school 
and make recommendations to the director. Cases and hearings will be held on Wednesdays while Mondays 
will be dedicated to deliberation and writing rulings for cases heard. The class can have up to four students 
from each level in the school with one alternate from each level. The alternates can attend for credit if they fill 
all requirements.

JC training during the first week of school.

WǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ               

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Polly

Time Before School - Mon & Wed 7:45-8:30

Grade Level(s) HS

Next March, Kids for Kenya will undertake our third service trip to Humble Hearts School in Nairobi, Kenya.  
This class is a mandatory prerequisite for taking part in that trip.  During this course, students will focus on 
Kenyan society: history, politics, and culture through literature, film, guest speakers, and sharing our own 
personal experiences. As a group, we will develop the skills needed to travel thoughtfully and successfully in 
Kenya.  We will learn about our partnership with Humble Hearts School and Angel Cottage orphanage.  We will 
explore the origin and work of the Kids for Kenya organization and define our role as a group within it. We will 
learn about world service and map out our plans for meaningful work on our trip. We will fundraise for our 
projects at Humble Hearts and to offset the costs of our trip.  All students that attend the class and trip will 
receive one half-year of social studies credit. The Kids for Kenya class meets twice weekly BEFORE SCHOOL on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 7:45-8:30.

This class is a perquisite for travel to Kenya.

African Studies: Kids for Kenya: Preparing for Service in Africa 

Max # of Students 18

Prerequsites

Description
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Social Studies

Teacher Will

Time Daily AM Period 1 8:35-9:30

Grade Level(s) HS

This class will give a broad overview of how our current legal system operates, and how we arrived at the 
present. Through the exploration of several landmark cases in U.S. history, students will learn what the Bill of 
Rights actually means to today's society given the precedents set by the Supreme Court for the last several 
decades. Heavy emphasis will be placed on cases stemming from first, fourth, fifth, and fourteenth amendment 
conflicts, with a particular focus on cases pertaining youth.

Civil Rights Law 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Ryan

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

The world is seemingly swollen with conflict ςamongst nations, between individuals, and even within 
ourselves.  But conflict offers us the opportunity to recognize basic needs around sustenance, integrity, and 
autonomy that we all share, really.  In this moment, prison offenders are reencountering victims and their 
families through restorative justice programs, and mediation is underway to help settle war between tribes in 
{ƻƳŀƭƛŀΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ 
Trillium to envision and create a school environment that represents our deepest values.  Because discovering 
these values is sensitive work, please be prepared to bring your best effort toward honest expression and 
patient respect for one another.

None

Conflict Resolution 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Elizabeth & Will

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) HS

This Academic Foundations Course will be taught in two sections during the Semester by Elizabeth and Will.  
Students will gain essential content knowledge and skills while developing a deeper understanding of the 
economic and political institutions that shape society.  Critical thinking, discussion, and writing will drive our 
work.

Political Science: This section will introduce students to many different political ideologies through the writings 
of several famous and infamous political leaders throughout history. Critical analysis of the governments that 
have sprung up around these ideologies  will also occur during the course, as will an analysis of how individual 
citizens interact with those governments at the local, state, federal, and world level.

9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ά9Ŏƻƴ млмέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ tŜƻǇƭŜ aŀǘǘŜǊŜŘέ 
that engenders discussions of equity in a free market economy and exploration of alternative systems.  
Students will read from classic economic thinkers whose work has shaped modern global capitalism: Adam 
Smith, David Ricardo, John Keynes, Thomas Malthus and gain exposure to contemporary economists 
presenting alternative viewpoints, like Michael Albert.  We will then take a critical inquiry into the new global 
economy including its philosophy, practice, and key institutions.  How does globalization affect different 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ 
including grassroots community organizing efforts.  Group discussion and role play will culminate in student 
designed and facilitated debates.

None

Economics and Political Science: Academic Foundations Course 

Max # of Students 40

Prerequsites

Description
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Social Studies

Teacher Will

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

During this course students will learn more about the history of different indigenous nations from throughout 
the Americas. An exploration of their pre-Columbian existence will be compared and contrasted with the 
modern day struggles for sovereignty all over the continent. In using materials produced by native peoples, 
instead of those written by anthropological scholars, students will discover that native peoples never 
disappeared, and that their struggle against assimilation has never ended.

Indigenous Studies 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Elizabeth

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) HS

This class puts El Movimiento Chicano (The Chicano Movement) at the center, providing a cultural framework 
and focus on civil rights and cultural identity. Si Se Puede!  We will look back to Ancient Aztec and Mexican 
history and through to the 20th Century experiences of Mexican-Americans.  Some topics include: the Zoot Suit 
wƛƻǘǎΣ .ǊŀŎŜǊƻ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴκƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ мфсу ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿŀƭƪƻǳǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
barrio.  Art is central to this class as a way to explore cultural symbols, historical references, protest, and 
expression of pride.  Students will look at examples of political posters and murals and script and perform El 
¢ŜŀǘǊƻ /ŀƳǇŜǎƛƴƻ ό²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊύ ǎƪƛǘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ƛƴ 9ƭ aƻǾƛƳƛŜƴǘƻ /ƘƛŎŀƴƻΦ hǳǊ 
exploration of the broader Mexican-American experience will connect us to the complicated history and 
politics of the U.S. Mexico border and weave together current events, literature, human rights, and 
globalization.  Possible films include Salt of the Earth, Zoot Suit, Mi Familia, Mi Vida Loca, Death on a Friendly 
Border, Made in L.A. and Maquilopolos.

None

Latino Studies: La Raza y La Frontera 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Will

Time Daily Period 2 10:35-11:30

Grade Level(s) HS

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊϥǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ aŜǊŎȅ /ƻǊǇǎϥ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ά²Ƙȅ bƻǘΚέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
group of students living in northern Iraq. Paramount to this partnership will be the gaining of a greater 
understanding of Iraq's long history as a nation state, and an in-depth appreciation of the current status of 
Iraq, given the last two decades of war, redevelopment, and sectarian struggle. This class promises to be a very 
powerful and meaningful experience for all involved given the current political climate.

Middle East Studies: Mercy Corps "Why Not?" / N. Iraq 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Elizabeth

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

Contrary to the stereotypes that all teenagers today are apathetic and self-absorbed, many young people are 
choosing to stand up for their beliefs and take part in community struggles for justice and equality.  In this class 
we will break down complex and emotional issues like racism, classism, heterosexism, and sexism.  We will 
challenge stereotypes and build our understanding of oppression, privilege and liberation.  We will be helped 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΩǎ 
School of Unity and Liberation (SOUL).  Students will have the opportunity to extend their learning and areas of 
interest through group and individual research and action projects.  After developing comfort with group 
facilitation skills students will be encouraged to develop their ability to teach and lead in class and beyond.

Interest and willingness to be present in discussion with people of diverse experiences and opinions.

Social Justice Workshop 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

World Languages
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World Languages

Teacher Yoko

Time Daily Period 2 10:35-11:30

Grade Level(s) HS

This course is designed for beginners. Throughout this course students will work on the four skills of German: 
Listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

The class consists of lectures (grammar and culture), vocabulary and dialogue presentation, oral drills and 
exercises. The conversation emphasizes everyday-life situations.

No prior knowledge of German is required.

German 

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Yoko

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

This class is designed for students who are interested in Japanese cultures and trip to Japan. The class consists 
of lectures and discussions about Japanese cultures, life styles, and learning useful vocabulary words and 
expressions for interacting with Japanese students and host families. This class will show you how to prepare 
and be prepared your self when you are abroad in Japan. Also, students will organize fundraisings for the trip 
to Japan. There is extra tutoring time for Japanese homework assignments etc. from the regular class.

Japan Trip Class 

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Yoko

Time Daily AM Period 1 8:35-9:30

Grade Level(s) HS

This course is designed for beginners. Throughout this course students will work on the four skills of Japanese 
language: Listening, speaking, reading and writing. The class consists of lectures (grammar and culture), 
vocabulary and dialogue presentation, oral drills and exercises. Hiragana and Katakana characters are 
introduced.
High School students from Japanese classes are eligible to join the Japan Trip next year.

No prior knowledge of Japanese is required.

Japanese 1 

Max # of Students 10

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Yoko

Time B Day - Tu,Th Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) HS

Development of beginner and advanced Japanese. Continues work on communication skills, including 
reviewing, listening, speaking, reading, writing, structure, vocabulary and culture. The class consists of lectures 
(grammar and culture), vocabulary and dialogue presentation, oral drills and exercises. 
(For Japanese 2: Kanji characters are introduced.)
(For Japanese 3&4: Kanji characters are further explored.) 
This class will be offered through the year.
High School students from Japanese classes are eligible to join the Japan Trip next year.

Pre-Requisites for Japanese 2: Completion of Japanese 1 and the ability of read + write Hiragana and Katakana 
are required.

Pre-Requisites for Japanese 3: Completion of Japanese 2 and the ability to read and write sentences with a 
com

Japanese 2-3-4 

Max # of Students 12

Prerequsites

Description
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World Languages

Teacher Andrea M-H.

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 4 1:50-3:20

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

By 2010, the U.S. Latino population will reach 42 million and will become the largest minority group in the U.S. 
As the Spanish-speaking Latino population grows in Oregon and throughout the United States, demand for 
bilingual English-Spanish speakers continues to grow. This course will introduce beginners to the Spanish 
language. Emphasis will be placed on language acquisition skills including listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Course format includes lecture, conversation, and media presentations. Students will gain proficiency 
in the language while discovering similarities and differences between Latino cultures and their own. 

This course requires a full year commitment. 

Spanish I 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Andrea M-H.

Time Daily Period 2 10:35-11:30

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

By 2010, the U.S. Latino population will reach 42 million and will become the largest minority group in the U.S. 
As the Spanish-speaking Latino population grows in Oregon and throughout the United States, demand for 
bilingual English-Spanish speakers continues to grow. This course will introduce beginners to the Spanish 
language. Emphasis will be placed on language acquisition skills including listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Course format includes lecture, conversation, and media presentations. Students will gain proficiency 
in the language while discovering similarities and differences between Latino cultures and their own. 

This course requires a full year commitment. 

Spanish I 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Andrea M-H.

Time A Day - M,W Block Period 3 12:15-1:45

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

Spanish is the third most spoken language in the world, and is spoken by more than 330 million people 
worldwide. A person who learns Spanish has the ability to speak 330 million more people than s/he otherwise 
would! Students will continue to develop their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. This course is in 
partnership with the Intermediate (3-4-5) grades. In addition to regular course work, students will prepare 
lessons and activities that they will teach and share with the Intermediate grades. 

This course requires a full year commitment.

Successful completion of Spanish I or instructor permission

Spanish II and III 

Max # of Students 20

Prerequsites

Description

Teacher Suwannee (Thai Exchange Teacher)

Time Friday Weeks 1-8 8:35-12:00

Grade Level(s) HS

Work with our exchange teacher from Thailand to explore the beauties of Thai cooking, dance, 
language, and other cultural expressions.

Thai Culture Class 

Max # of Students 8

Prerequsites

Description
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World Languages

Teacher Goi

Time Afterschool - Thursday 

Grade Level(s) MS & HS

The lessons in this course focus on communicating in basic Thai and learning about Thai culture and tradition in 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ¢Ƙŀƛ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ aȅ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ¢Ƙŀƛ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
skills as well as Thai culture. There are varieties of instructional strategies using manipulative, computer and 
games, and cooperative groups, pairs and individual. Lessons include various activities that relevant to 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
Please contact korrutai@trilliumcharterschool.org if you have questions.

Thai Language and Culture 

Max # of Students 14

Prerequsites

Description

Upper School teachers are now offering courses that are especially designed to facilitate student learning of essesntial skills and 
content in core subject areas.  Students will have the opportunity to demonstrate their learning through independent and group 
projects, work samples, and district skills assessment testing.  Work produced in these classes will highlight in student portfolios 
their competency in Writing, Math, Reading and Literature, Science, and Social Studies.  Teachers will address both Trillium 
Framework Fluencies and State Benchmarks in the design of class curriculum while maintaining creative, critical, and democratic 
classrooms.  Students will be encouraged and supported in passing (75% or better) at least one Academic Foundation Course in 
each subject area before graduation.

Fridays offer High School students several opportunities outside of their weekly classes.  We begin the morning with an all-High 
School gathering at 8:30am.  If there are items to discuss or proposals to be made, our Advising Group Representatives will 
coordinate an agenda and facilitate a collective meeting.  It is during this time that students and teachers may exercise their 
voice in shaping the high school education program and working through community issues.  From 9:30-12:00 students attend 
class.  Unlike M-Th classes, Friday offerings are on a Quarterly schedule, with student signup and grade reporting happening four 
times throughout the year. Ideas for classes will come from teachers, students and Advising groups and will reflect student 
interests and needs.  Students and community members are encouraged to design and facilitate classes and will be supported in 
the process by a Teacher Supervisor.  In addition to classes, Fridays offer opportunities to engage in Service Learning, cross-age 
activities like Buddies and Community Positions, and other learning extensions beyond the classroom.

High School Academic Foundation Courses

High School Fridays
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